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Film festival relates Soviet
and Hispanic cinema
Alyssa Villaire
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Sophomore Andre Augustine takes center stage in the spotlight of the Drag Show with backup dancers.
Photo by Mathias Reed

Fierce drag show entices crowd
Eryn Wecker
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Hundreds of students gathered in the Esch-Hurvis room
Friday, Feb. 22 as the Drag Show
opened with drama. Sophomore
Ryan Kottman, under the persona Fredrick Von Tiddlywink,
held sophomore Tyler Grasee, as
Anita Mann, in a dramatic dip
as the show began. Both, along
with junior Ariel Garcia, were the
emcees of the show.
While the history of the Drag
Show at Lawrence is unclear, there
is evidence that it may have started as early as 2003. Since then,
it has become a staple Lawrence
tradition.
For the past three years, the

show had been headed by alum
Alex Ajayi ’12. This year, eight
members from Gay Lesbian or
Whatever (GLOW) and American
Civil Liberties Union formed a
committee that took charge of
auditioning acts and organizing
the show. Along with the new formation, the group put forth new
goals.
Garcia, a member of the committee, was inspired by trips to
Madison to see drag shows. Said
Garcia, “Me and Tyler had gone to
a few shows in Madison and we
wanted to change how the Drag
Show will be in the future. That
was one of our main goals, to
make it more audience participatory. In the past few years, a lot of
it has been ‘Oh people, come sit

down and just watch.’ In an actual
drag show, people are cheering;
they’re all dancing. There’s more
participation.”
In line with their vision of
a bigger audience component,
the show hosted the first danceoff in recent Drag Show history.
Roughly ten people presented
their best dance moves to the tune
of Britney Spears’ “Toxic.” The volume of the audience cheers acted
as the judge. At the end of the
dance-off, sophomore Romelle
Loiseau was announced the winner.
Garcia also noted that there
are not many places for drag in
Appleton. He reflected, “There’s

See page 2

The interdisciplinary nature
of Lawrence manifested itself
in the university’s most recent
film festival, entitled “КИÑО:
Exchanges between Soviet and
Hispanic Cinema.”
The festival took place from
Feb. 19 to 27 and showcased
five films that married traditions
between Soviet and Hispanic film.
It is the first film festival of its kind
at Lawrence.
The festival was organized
by Postdoctoral Fellow in Spanish
and Alfieri Fellow in Spanish
Gabriel Eljaiek-Rodriguez and
visiting Assistant Professor of
Russian Mariya Boston. Professors
Eljaiek-Rodriguez and Boston
were initially inspired to put on
the festival by their shared love
of film.
“We were talking about cinema and started connecting these
films,” said Eljaiek-Rodriguez.
“It’s not a connection that you
would normally make…but Latin
America did learn a lot about cinema from the Soviets.”
He added that he thought
the lack of obvious connections
between the two film traditions
made the festival more interesting. “It’s better for the students
because the connections aren’t
clear—you need to think about it
a little bit more,” he said.
The films shown were “Que
Viva México!”, “Maria Candeleria”,
“Soy Cuba”, “The Discreet Charm
of the Bourgeoisie” and “Death of

a Bureaucrat”.
According
to
EljaiekRodriguez, there was a three-fold
connection between the films
shown in the festival: a technical
connection, a thematic connection
and an aesthetic connection.
The technical connection
concerns the methods of film
that the Latin Americans learned
from the Soviets. This includes
the montage, which is a technique
that was created in the early twentieth century but was coined by
Eisenstein.
The thematic connection
is that the films are largely set
in Latin America, particularly in
Mexico and Cuba. Branching off
of this is the aesthetic connection, in which the Soviets initially
explored different representations of Mexico and Cuba, and
these representations were subsequently adopted or intentionally
contradicted by the Hispanics.
The festival opened with “Que
Viva México!”, a lesser-known
documentary by a well-known
Soviet director, Sergei Eisenstein.
Eisenstein was the first Soviet
director to explore the Mexican
landscape in his film, and it had
an influence on what is known as
Mexico’s “golden age of cinema,”
which lasted from 1936 to 1969.
“[This film] was a good way
to show how Eisenstein influenced the aesthetic of Mexico in
film,” said Eljaiek-Rodriguez.
This aesthetic and thematic legacy can then be seen in a

See page 2

LU’s small group and theme houses will see changes by 2016
Samantha Tetzlaff
Staff Writer

____________________________________

In an ongoing conversation with the City of Appleton,
Lawrence University was notified
of six buildings used for student
housing that are currently not up
to code. This matter is currently
being addressed by a committee
designed for the purpose to make
changes with this housing situation by 2016.
The six buildings that have
been identified by the City of
Appleton that need to undergo
changes are 122 N. Union (CoOp), 128 N. Union (GLOW), 203
N. Union (Artistic Expression
House), 217 N. Union (Spanish
theme house), 221 N. Union
(Sinfonia) and 739 E. Alton—
Sabin House (Greenfire). At present, these houses are home to 65
Lawrence students.
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There are two matters that
will need to be addressed: one
having to do with the zoning of the
property itself and two, what the
buildings are meant to be used for.
As it is, these houses are not coded
for extended living of unrelated
students, but are meant for family
living.
A committee has been
designed to plan for these changes and discuss options. It is only
in the beginning stages of the
process, but the group has come
up with a range of possible solutions. Renovating these buildings
to meet code has been discussed,
but this would include meeting Accessibility Professionals
Association requirements such as
installing ramps and expanding
bathrooms for handicap accessibility. Consequently, less space
would be available for student
bedrooms.
A second option would be

to tear down the buildings and
rebuild completely, replacing
the houses with another structure that could be used for group
living that meet code. Potential
new building designs are being
explored now.
The third option mentioned
would be to not use the buildings for student housing at all
and reassign them for another purpose, such as for office
use. However, this third option
seems unlikely. As Vice President
for Student Affairs and Dean of
Students Nancy Truesdell, also a
member of the committee planning the new housing, said: “To
say we won’t use those six houses
[for small group housing] is not
going to meet student needs, and
it’s not the way we want to do it.
We want to give students a variety
of options.”
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Greenfire house members dine in their living room together one night.
Photo by Katie Crawford
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Research supports benefits of psychedelic substances
Laura Udelson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On Feb. 24, representatives from the Multidisciplinary
Association for Psychedelic
Studies presented their organization’s mission and research to a
full house in the Warch Campus
Center Cinema. The speakers discussed the application of psychedelic substances for addictions
and illnesses and focused on their
advances in MDMA-assisted psychotherapy for PTSD.
In the presentation, Executive
and Clinical Research Assistant
Linnae Ponté and Clinical Intern
Josef Kay ’12 discussed MAPS’
goal to make psychedelic substances available through prescription administration at clinics
around the country. MAPS is currently working on their vision to
make MDMA legal for clinical use
in 10 to 15 years.
Ponté defined a psychedelic
substance as being “mind-manifesting” and shared a quote from
Humphrey Osmond (who coined

the term “psychedelic”) “To fall in
hell, or soar angelic, you need a
pinch of psychedelic”. The speakers categorized MDMA as a psychedelic and emphasized the difference between MDMA and the
street pill ecstasy, which often
contains MDMA with other adulterants.
Ponté and Kay presented various studies initiated by MAPS that
support the use of psychedelics as
medication. They illustrated that
ibogaine can help treat nicotine
and opiate addictions; that ayahuasca can treat for alcohol and
opiate withdraw; and that LSD
and psilocybin can treat end-oflife anxiety. They also compared
the symptoms of LSD with the
subjective effects of MDMA.
“The effects of MDMA kind of
work directly on the symptoms of
PTSD—symptoms such as hypervigilance, when you’re hyperaware of what’s going on in your
environment. MDMA decreases
defensiveness so it works directly
on that symptom,” said Kay.
The therapy that MAPS uses

for MDMA is a non-directive
approach that is meant to support
the patient’s emerging experience.
In a follow-up study of the therapy
that the speakers presented, 58
percent of all patients reported
large benefits with none reporting
any harm.
“One of the worries is that ‘if
you give people drugs, are they
going to turn into drug addicts?’
Well, only one person did ecstasy
since the study, and they said they
wouldn’t try it again. None of the
subjects developed drug dependency after the study,” said Kay.
The speakers also discussed
the uses of psychedelics for creativity and problem solving. They
gave examples of renowned individuals that have reported LSD
being influential to their success,
such as Steve Jobs, Francis Crick
and Aldous Huxley.
After the presentation ended
at 10:00 p.m., students were invited to stay in the Cinema for a
Skype session with Founder and
Executive Director of MAPS, Rick
Doblin, Ph.D., to discuss the policy

importance of education and specifically the education of girls. She
described the importance of providing tools for success to women
and girls; not just for the individuals but also in the greater context
of the world. For example, $200
is the amount it would take to
send a child to elementary school
for a year. If this money were to
be raised, this would allow the
child to potentially use the skills
learned in school to influence her
entire community and potentially
larger organizations beyond.
Lawrence University’s connection to Sierra Leone goes
back to 2005 when Professor of
Government and Edwin and Ruth
West Professor of Economics and
Social Science Claudena Skran
was awarded a U.S. Fulbright
Scholars grant. She used the grant
to study the role of NGOs in refugee resettlements after the civil
war, which lasted for 10 years.
After witnessing the impact that
an incomplete education was having on individual children and the
society as a whole, she decided to
found KidsGive.

Aside from the goal of providing scholarships for children
in need of a better education,
KidsGive strives to educate students in the U.S. about other students in the rest of the world.
Some ways that KidsGive has done
this includes travelling to local
high schools as well as fundraisers and the firsthand experience
of travelling to Sierra Leone to
deliver the funds that have been
raised. Another opportunity with
KidsGive is interning for academic
credit.
Recently, the men’s basketball team was able to raise $400
for Kidsgive by collaborating with
coaches. A trip to bring the funds
directly to the schools is being
planned for December 2013.
This visit will include sports days
put on by volunteers as well as
research projects concerning education, nutrition and water security.
Junior Huma Hakimzada
recently volunteered in Sierra
Leone for three weeks and
describes it as “one of the most
important experiences that I have

side of the research.
Students appeared to be very
engaged by the presentation and
a substantial number stayed until
the end of the Skype session at
11:00 p.m.
According to junior Julia
Kaczmarek, the presentation
showed “that psychedelic drugs
have lots of clinical potential and
that criminalizing them is just a
needless process and seems to
be harming more people than its
helping.”
Sophmore Samhita Nagaraj
said, “This is definitely one of the
most influential things that has
happened in the last decade or
so, and it is very important that
studies are actually done about
psychedelics.”
Kay began his internship
at MAPS after graduating from
Lawrence last year. A relationship
with a sufferer of Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder influenced his
motivation to work for research
for medicating the disorder.
“For me, personally, I am
interested in the psychological

treatment aspect of the cause. I
personally have someone close to
me with PTSD and am interested
in helping that person, in addition
to the population that also suffers,” said Kay.
He also added “I think that
a lot of stereotypes about MAPS
is that we are just interested in
making drugs legal just so we can
have mystical experiences, and I
do want to rid that stereotype.”
The President of Students for
Sensible Drug Policy at Lawrence,
senior Evan Johnson, was thrilled
to bring MAPS to campus.
“I figured that if we could
bring them in we could enlighten
the campus, not only of the uses
of these chemicals but how science can trump policy, especially
if it’s fear-motivated policy,” said
Johnson.
MAPS is a non-profit research
and educational organization
founded in 1986, based in Santa
Cruz, California. Studies conducted by MAPS can be found on their
website http://www.maps.org.

Lawrence University students connect with youth of Sierra Leone
Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Lawrence welcomed alumna
Samantha Maligi ’08 to the cinema
Saturday, Feb. 23 to speak at the
Sierra Leone Women’s Education
event about the importance of
education in Sierra Leone. In addition to Maligi speaking, attendees
watched 20 minutes of the film
“Half the Sky: Turning Oppression
into Opportunity for Women
Worldwide”, the rest of which was
shown the following day by the
Mindfulness and Mediation club.
In opening her speech, Magili
made clear her desire to make her
speech as approachable as possible. She described her childhood
in Sierra Leone as someone who
was able to attend a good school.
She lived in Sierra Leone prior to
the civil war that spanned from
1991 to 2002. When she returned
years later, she was struck by the
vast change that had taken place
in the structure of the country, as
well as in the psychological wellbeing of the populace.
Her speech centered on the

Drag Show
continued from page 1

not really an opportunity for drag
in Appleton except for Raven’s
[bar and nightclub], and then you
have to be 21 to go. This is opening drag to under-21 people.”
The show featured a variety
of independent performances.
They were a testament to the variation on campus, from the sultry
Eartha Kitt number performed
by senior Marshall Cuffe, to the
power-pop rendition of “Crazy
in Love,” performed by Andre

Film Studies
continued from page 1
film shown late on in the festival, “Maria Candeleria”, which was
made by Mexico but features a
similar, romantic representation
of the Mexican countryside.
Some of the ties between
other films in this festival went

Augustine and a group of backup
dancers. The show also included
drag kings, a group that lip-synced
‘N Sync’s memorable tune, “Bye
Bye Bye.”
Though the atmosphere in
the room was certainly boisterous
and engaging, Garcia was quick to
assert that a Drag Show is not just
about clothes and makeup.
Garcia said, “To me, drag’s
not even about just dressing up
in a dress and a wig. It’s more of
an artistic expression. It’s all, like,
coming up with an act, coming
up with a look, coming up with
a persona. It’s all an art form. I
think sometimes people think of

drag as just, ‘Oh, they’re just putting on a costume,’ but it’s a lot
more than that. It’s a big, artistic
performance.”
Attendee junior Alex Wang
asserted his own hope that people
went to the show for the right
reasons. Wang said, “I think that
people are curious about different
permeations of gender and sexuality, and the drag show is kind of
a way to experience that.”
The committee has plans in
the works to host another Drag
Show during spring term. Garcia
urged all who wish to participate
to contact him or Kottman for
more details.

beyond film studies techniques
and instead showed the geopolitical interests connecting the Soviet
Union to Cuba during the Cold
War era. This can be seen most
explicitly in Soy Cuba, which covers issues leading up to the Cuban
Revolution.
“The Soviets wanted to make
connections in Latin America just
like the United States was doing,”
said Eljaiek-Rodriguez.

Overall, Eljaiek-Rodriguez
said he believed the festival was
an example of how “breaking the
boundaries of different departments” and how it can be done
particularly well through film was
important.
“[The festival] showed connections between two cultures
that are not well-documented,” he
said.

Junior Helen Noble traveled to Sierra Leone over Winter Break 2012.
Photo courtesy of Helen Noble

ever had.” She described how seeing the joy of the kids opened her
eyes to how much we all take for
granted.
Recently, KidsGive has
begun to collaborate with DePaul
University for a music camp in
the FAWE School in Mattru Jong.
In this venture, students and fac-

ulty from both universities will
travel to teach the students about
a variety of musical instruments.
Part of the excitement surrounding this is due to the fact that this
is an opportunity for both parts
of the university to have involvement beyond the social sciences.

Housing

One suggestion was a survey that
would go out to all the students
that live in small group/theme
houses now in order to identify
what is most liked and should be
present if new living structures
were to be created.
Truesdell said with three
more years until small group and
theme housing will need to be
coded that, “All options are still on
the table at this point. And some
of that will come down to financing and how we’re going to pay
for this.” Funds to finance these
renovations will need to be raised
or borrowed and will be part of
the analysis in what changes will
occur.
In the meantime, additional
student housing will be installed
on the second floor of the Landis
Wing in Colman Hall by Jan. 2014,
adding rooms for roughly 26
more residents. This will be possible once the Admissions Office
moves to Downer, allowing for
the Development Office currently
on the second floor of the Landis
Wing to relocate to Wilson House.

continued from page 1
Truesdell also explained
how group housing has been very
attractive to students and that the
demand for this kind of housing is
always more than the number of
houses available.
She said, “Everyone who has
been talking about this is in agreement that we want to be able to
maintain or enhance group housing.”
Incoming LUCC President,
junior Nick Paulson said he would
like to see the maintenance of
small group and theme housing
as well, describing the housing
option as, “a different type of living situation where you get to
experience a little bit more of
real life.” If Lawrence were to lose
this living option, Paulson said it
would be, “a huge loss to our campus community.”
The committee addressing
the housing changes on campus
has also discussed how it will
reach out to students for ideas.

VARIETY

1 March 2013

3

THE LAWRENTIAN

That was Lawrence

Black History and Lawrence (Part 2)

Stephen Nordin
Staff Historian

____________________________________

Two weeks ago, this column
examined the experiences of
Africans and African-Americans
during Lawrence’s first century.
However, this history seems to be
marked by a lack of documentation and an extremely low number
of black students.
The unnamed black man in
last week’s column had the verbal support of his classmates, but
did not sit with them at chapel
services. He was admitted to the
preparatory program by the faculty, but then likely given money
to leave Appleton. An alumnus
wrote a letter about him, but forgot his name.
By 1964, the picture had
changed. The post-World War II
years saw the rise of civil rights
activism and younger Americans
challenged older generations’
deliberate or tacit discrimination against African-Americans.
This certainly was the case at
Lawrence.
The Feb. 28, 1964 issue of The
Lawrentian noted that the Student
Executive Council—LUCC’s precursor—approved sponsorship
of an “April Civil Rights Week.”
The motion was introduced by
the SEC President and the 2012
Commencement speaker, Anton R.
Valukas ’65, who hoped to have
Appleton’s assistance in sponsor-

Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Hello and welcome to Specht
Pages: The true and supreme
voice of Lawrence University.
In this issue, we have three big
announcements: The first annual Specht Pages Golden Ticket
Hunt—note: this is just a name,
the tickets are not actually golden—has begun this week; Specht
Pages founder and chief executive
Kevin Specht will begin holding
a weekly autograph session; and
this Saturday, Mar. 2 is the first of
the Specht Pages-sponsored con-

ing the week.
Although the motion passed,
the article notes that several representatives “stressed the idea
that the college students should
not impose upon the Appleton
community.” These representatives argued that “most Lawrence
students are transients [and] cannot fully understand the problems facing Appleton residents in
regard to the civil rights issue.”
The editorial board of this
publication supported the measure whole-heartedly the following week, stating that the Civil
Rights Week was “a perfect opportunity for students and community to become informed on
a national and necessarily local
problem, by meeting informed
leaders, engaging in discussion,
and acting upon their resolutions.”
The itinerary was announced
on Apr. 3 and included speakers
such as then-civil rights activist and now-Congressman John
Lewis, a discussion on urban
housing, a “Fast for Freedom” in
the dining hall so that meal money
could be donated to a civil rights
movement and a fundraising drive
for the United Negro College Fund.
Valukas stated, “the Civil
Rights Week is not simply for
entertainment but rather is a kickoff for Lawrence students interested in civil rights.”
That week also saw the
visit of six black students from

Tougaloo College in Mississippi,
one of whom, Calvin Brown, was
quoted as saying:
“I think there are two alternatives to our problem. And when
I say our problem, I mean as a
nation. Number one, change. Let
the Negro make his contribution
to the American society. I don’t
care whether you hate me or hate
the Negro or how you feel about
us. Or destroy, and when I say
destroy, I mean take away life of
all Negros in America…”
“… I realize that I am a bit
extreme here, but I cannot visualize or see my kids that I hope to
have in the future coming up in
the society asking the same questions that I asked about colored
and white signs or not allowed to
enjoy the simple recreation facilities like bowling and attending the
zoos and parks.”
The Lawrentian also noted in
that issue the filibuster of what
would become the Civil Rights Act
1964.
Mary Duncan ’66 argued in
an Apr. 17 letter to the editor that
“the town of Appleton seems to
feel that civil rights is not an issue
affecting them,” citing an editorial in The Appleton-Post Crescent
describing the Civil Rights bill as a
solution to a discrimination problem exclusive to southern municipalities.
The Editorial Board noted
that community support for the

Civil Rights Week was mixed,
with six “prominent citizens”
from Appleton, Neenah, Menasha,
Kaukauna, and Kimberly submitting a letter in support of the
events and one anonymous letter addressing the SEC as “Dear
Scatter Brains” and “part of the
lunatic fringe.”
During the week’s convocation, NAACP leader Charles
Evers reacted to the opinion of
some community members that
“there is no civil rights problem
in Appleton” by comparing the
state to Mississippi and asking the
question “what would Wisconsin
be like if it were 46 per cent
Negro?”
Evers argued “All we want is
an equal opportunity. If Negroes
do come to Appleton, open your
doors to them… we’re no different.”
On Apr. 21 1964, a panel
chaired by Lawrence professor
Harold Schneider discussed how
racial discrimination affected
the Appleton community. PostCrescent publisher Victor Minahan
argued: “the fact that Appleton
does not have any Negros is precisely the problem.”
The panel, consisting of three
civil rights activists and three
community members, concurred
on the need for the Fox Valley to
participate in the national debate
and that the dearth of AfricanAmericans in the area could be

attributed to racial prejudice, not
just the absence of jobs.
However, as the discussion
progressed to how quickly change
should be enacted, the two groups
differed more sharply. Minahan
expressed his concern that civil
rights leaders were too activist
and “overly fond of crisis.”
The closing question is most
telling.
“What could be done to
achieve civil rights in Appleton?”
The
Reverend
William
Watkins, a Chicago pastor and
open-housing advocate, replied
“Go out and act.”
Mrs. George C. Munroe,
President of the Appleton School
Board, responded:
“Although they feel students
should know a cross section of
Americans, Appleton citizens
don’t want to expose their children to an explosive situation.”
The Lawrentian editorial
board concluded of Apr. 24: “Civil
Rights Week achieved its purpose. It provided members of the
Lawrence community, townspeople and civil rights activist alike
with two days of stimulating discussion.”
The next part of this article
will examine how Lawrentians
turned thought into action on this
topic.

certs—sorry for those of you who
are reading this after the fact. So
sit back, relax and allow all of us
at Specht Pages to do the thinking
for you.
The Specht Pages Golden
Ticket Hunt has begun! Each of
the 18 tickets, which happen to
be transparent, has a picture of
the founder of Specht Pages along
with instructions for how to claim
your prize. You may remember
the golden ticket hunt that was
held by Lambda Sigma a few
weeks ago? Well, in our event,
each ticket will be much harder to
find and there will be 18 tickets

total. 12 tickets will say, “You win.”
One will say, “You lose.” And five
will say, “This is an imposter card.”
I think you can gather what the
first two mean, but by now you’re
dying to know what an imposter
card is. If you find an imposter
card, you will still get a prize, so
do not worry. The prize might just
be less appealing.
To help move things along a
little bit, I will give you a clue for
each one:
There is one on the first and
second floor of the campus center and two located on the third
floor. There is one hidden in a

book on the fourth floor of the
library, one on the third floor of
the library not in a book, two in
the Lincoln Reading Room, and
one in the library entrance before
the security scanners. One is kind
of in Harper Hall. One is on the top
floor of the Conservatory. One is in
a practice room. One is near “the
couches.” One is on a tree. One is
near Trever Hall and one is near
Wriston, both outside. One is in
Admissions House. And if you can
count as well as I can, you’ll note
that I’ve only described the location of 17 of them. That’s because
I lost ticket number 18. If you

find that one, you’ll get a hug or
something.
Our next announcement is
that a new and exciting opportunity will now be available for the
fans of Specht Pages (that’s you).
Chancellor Kevin Specht will be
manning a table at which he will
autograph your copies of Specht
Pages and other approved merchandise. He will man the table for
half of an hour a week and there
will be no charge for students. He
could make his appearance at any
time in any location, so keep your

Specht Pages: In Other News...

Events Calendar
Friday Mar. 1

Saturday Mar. 2

5pm: LUMOS Yule Ball 1pm: IR Film Festival:
(Mead Witter Room) “The Hurt Locker”
(Cinema)
7-10pm: Home From
The War Charity Ball 3pm: Winter Term
(The History Museum Theater Arts
at the Castle)
Production (Cloak
Theater)
8-10pm: Winter
Term Theater Arts
3pm: Opera Scenes
Production (Cloak
(Esch Studio)
Theater)
8pm: LU Jazz
9:30pm: IR Film
Ensemble Concert
Festival: War & Pop
(Chapel)
Culture (Cinema)

See page 11

with Inanna Craig-Morse

Sunday Mar. 3

1pm: IR Film Festival:
“Aida” and “Dir en
Grey” (Cinema)

Monday Mar. 4

Tuesday Mar. 5
4-8pm: Girl Scout
Cookie pick-up!
$3.50/box (Warch)

Wednesday Mar. 6
4-8pm: Girl Scout
Cookie pick-up!
$3.50/box (Warch)

Thursday Mar. 7
11:10am: Voice
Department Area
Recital (Hurvis Room)

4:45pm: Lecture:
4-8pm: Girl Scout
3:10pm: Jazz
Evan Baden
7:30pm: Lawrence Cookie pick-up! $3.50/
Workshop Informal
“Technically Intimate: Chamber Players
box (Warch)
Concert (Harper Hall) Recent Work”
Concert (Harper Hall)
(Wriston Auditorium)
7pm: Lupus
8pm: Dance
Awareness Rally (Esch
Performance: New Studio)
6:30pm: String
8pm: Dance
Voices in Dance (Esch
Chamber Music
Performance: New
Studio)
9:30pm: Student proEnsemble (Harper Hall)
Voices in Dance (Esch
duction of “The Vagina
Studio)
Monologues” (Cinema)
3pm: LU Percussion
Ensemble Concert
(Chapel)

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Northland College ends Vikings hockey season
Mackenzie Dwyer
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The 2012-13 season came to
an end for the Lawrence University
hockey team this weekend, as they
fell to Northland College in the
quarterfinal playoffs. The Vikings
split the series but were defeated
in the mini-game, and Northland
advanced to play next weekend at
Adrian College.
The Vikings provided entertainment Friday night, as the team
shutout their opponent 3-0 for
their MCHA playoff opener. The
game marked freshman Fabian
Sivnert’s first career shutout for
the Vikings, which included an
impressive 25 saves.
Scoring began with freshman Renato Engler’s goal at the
9:06 mark, assisted by freshman
Brandon Boelter. With just a onegoal difference, tension filled the
air as two Lawrence players were
sent to the penalty box in the
third period. Engler was stuck
for five minutes for face masking
and sophomore Erik Soderlund
received two minutes for holding
during the power play.
The Vikings had killed off

Soderlund’s penalty but were still
down a player when freshman
Rudi Pino unleashed an outstanding unassisted shorthanded goal,
his second of the season. This
brought the Lawrence lead to a
more comforting 2-0. Sophomore
Patrick Coyne helped solidify the
Vikings victory with his goal at
15:46, assisted by senior Phil
Buschbacher. Finally, Coyne completed the scoring for the night
before both teams met again the
following afternoon.
The team’s spark didn’t
travel with them, however, as the
Vikings were defeated 5-2 by the
Lumberjacks. Lawrence dominated the earlier play and took a 2-0
lead by the second period. Pino
scored in the first period at the
6:16 mark, and junior Paul Zuke
followed up with another goal just
a minute into the second period.
After several irritating penalties by Lawrence, the Lumberjacks
took full advantage of the power
plays and racked in three goals.
Northland scored twice on the
power play in the second period
to tie the game at 2-2 and added
another in the third period. They
managed one more goal with

Standings
School

Brad Scurfield (second from right) celebrates with teammates following a goal.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Sivnert in the net and finished the
scoring with an empty net goal in
the final minute.
As a result of the series
split, a 20-minute mini-game followed the second game. Despite
Lawrence’s heavy pressure on
the Lumberjacks, they could not
find the net. Northland succeeded
and scored on sophomore Matt
Lennon’s rebound goal with just
2:02 left in the game, taking a

1-0 victory over the Vikings to
advance to the Harris Cup.
With the end of the season comes the end of the senior
Lawrence hockey careers. The
team will say goodbye to four
players this year: Michael Baldino,
Kevin Aslett, Phil Buschbacher
and their captain of two years,
Brad Scurfield.

NHL lockout season nearing halfway point
Erik Soderlund
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The NHL suffered its second
lockout in just seven years this
season, shortening the schedule
to a measly 48 games instead of
the standard 82. Typically, east
and west conference teams play
the majority of their games in
conference; but after the lockout,
teams are mostly playing conference opponents.
Usually this provides teams
the opportunity to boost their
records but it also adds some
diversity and unfamiliarity in
order for teams to hone their
systems. Furthermore, fans are
unable to see their teams play
against some of the popular nonconference opponents.
On another note, the condensed 48-game schedule has
exhilarated rivalries this year.
Every game played means something more for the chances of a
postseason berth. Even NBC

is feeding off of this notion by
increasing viewer ratings through
“Wednesday Night Rivalry,” aired
every week on national television.
Fan’s unhappiness over NHL
commissioner Gary Bettman’s
negotiation tactics, as well as in
game policies—i.e. fighting—
haven’t shown much effect this
year due mostly to these rivalries. Additionally, there have been
plenty of fights to go around, positively bringing back some disheartened fans.
There were plenty of off-season transactions this year as well,
drawing interest to certain lineups in the league. The Minnesota
Wild added forward Zach Parise
and defensemen Ryan Suter, complementing Danny Heatley with
some offensive power for the
Wild. The fans are pleased with
what they have seen so far as the
Wild are over .500 and looking
stronger each game.
The Detroit Red Wings lost
several great players this off-sea-

son. Seven-time Norris Trophy
winner Niklas Lidstrom and one of
“Hockeytown’s” favorites, Tomas
Holmstrom, both retired before
the season. In their absence, new
stars have sprung up for the Red
Wings. Swiss-born 26-year old
Damien Brunner, has 16 points in
just 19 games thus far. Losing captain Lidstrom gave fellow native
Swede Henrik Zetterberg the leadership role on the team and he
has proven worthy. Netting six
goals and adding 19 assists for
25 points, he is currently ranked
fourth in the league. Detroit is currently 14th overall in the league
and in a playoff spot at the halfway point.
The defending Stanley Cup
champion Los Angeles Kings
barely made any changes to their
roster, but after a slew of injuries early in the season, things
were looking gloomy for a repeat.
However, as seen in the past couple of seasons, they have begun to
turn it on as of late with a four-

game winning streak and 9-6-2
record approaching the halfway
mark of the season.
A team projected to exceed
this year is the St. Louis Blues.
With the team’s young offensive stars, the future is looking
bright. Rookie forward Vladimir
Tarasenko was “sniping gino’s”
like it was his day job early in
the season with a stretch of 10
points in eight games, but has
been pretty shy on the score sheet
as of late. The Blues continue to
impress, though, as their record
leaves them fifth in conference
(11th in the NHL).
Last but not least, not enough
good can be said about the Chicago
Blackhawks’ success. With only
three shootout losses all season;
and a perfect 16-0 regulation
time record, an offensive flurry
of Jonathan Toews, Patrick Kane,
Marian Hossa and Patrick Sharp,
the Blackhawks are a force to be
reckoned with for the remainder
of 2013.

make basketball truly entertaining, which inspired the formation
of the “Showtime Lakers.”
An owner of several different sports franchises in the Los
Angeles area, Buss was referred
to as “Doctor,” as he had a Ph.D.
in physical chemistry from the
University of Southern California.
While he struggled to make enough
income teaching, he pursued real
estate investments on the side to
make some extra money.
After pursuing this path full
time, he purchased the Lakers
and the Los Angeles Kings of the
National Hockey League. He later
sold the Kings in 1988 while maintaining ownership of the Lakers
until the day he passed away. Buss
moved the teams into the famous
Staples Center in 1999 and played
a major role in the acquisition
of players and coaches. He was
also inducted into the NBA Hall of
Fame in 2010.

While the Lakers continued to
succeed consistently on the court,
Buss was faced with an influx of
pivotal decisions that defined
the franchise. When he took over
the team, their young star Earvin
“Magic” Johnson didn’t get along
with coach Paul Westhead even
though they had won the 1980 NBA
Finals together. Controversially
siding with the irritated Johnson,
Buss fired Westhead and hired
Pat Riley, which fueled their dominance for the rest of the decade.
When interviewed by USA
Today, Johnson spoke highly of
Buss, stating, “He actually became
my second father. He actually
took me in. He took me to my
first USC football game. We went
every Saturday that they played
at home.”
Indeed, Buss is credited
with riling in the youngster and
molding him into the face of the
franchise, a position Johnson still

holds today amongst basketball
fans and media everywhere.
Another difficult decision
Buss dealt with was the O’Neal
and Bryant feud following
their championships together.
Controversy swept the nation as
people argued over which player the Lakers should keep. Buss
stuck with Bryant, sending O’Neal
to the Miami Heat via trade. While
the move initially seemed like a
bad idea after the Heat won the
championship the following season, Bryant matured and evolved
into one of the greatest to play
the game, powering the Lakers to
back-to-back titles in 2009 and
2010.
Bryant led an emotional
tribute prior to the home game
following Buss’ death, asking for
a moment of silence. “He was a
brilliant, incredible owner. He was
even a better person with a great
heart. His vision has transcend-

Conf. Overall

Men’s Tennis
North
Lawrence
Carroll
Lake Forest
Ripon
St. Norbert

0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0

3-2
2-3
1-5
0-4
0-6

1-0
1-0
0-0
0-1
0-1

5-0
9-3
2-4
4-5
0-5

South
Cornell
Grinnell
Monmouth
Knox
Illinois Col.
Hockey
Adrian
MSOE
Marian
Lake Forest
Lawrence
Northland
Finlandia
Concordia

17-0-3 21-1-3
12-6-2 16-9-2
12-8-0 13-11-1
6-10-4 10-12-5
6-11-3 8-16-3
7-13-0 10-16-1
7-13-0 7-18-0
7-13-0 7-18-0

Statistics are courtesy of www.
mchahockey.com and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
Feb 27, 2013.

Legendary owner Jerry Buss’ death rocks NBA
John Revis
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On Feb. 18, one of the most
legendary and famous owners of the National Basketball
Association passed away due to
kidney failure. The owner of the
Los Angeles Lakers, Jerry Buss,
purchased the team in 1979 and
won 10 championships during his
ownership.
Those teams include, of
course, the “Showtime Lakers” of
the 1980s, the Kobe Bryant and
Shaquille O’Neal teams of the
early 2000s and the squad still led
today by Bryant with help from
Pau Gasol and Metta World Peace
(formerly Ron Artest).
Buss is credited with building
those teams, attracting celebrities
to the arena to sit courtside at
every game and hiring high profile coaches such as Pat Riley and
Phil Jackson. His motto was to

ed the game and we are all, all
spoiled by his vision and by his
drive to win year after year after
year.” These were just a few of
the words spoken to the Staples
Center crowd.
Buss was a philanthropist,
owner, father and friend to many
of the people who knew him. His
patience with his star players and
ability to reign them in proved to
be his most crucial asset, especially with Bryant, who persistently
requested trades and voiced his
disapproval of some mediocre
teams that surrounded him during
the mid-2000s. Buss decided to
keep him, before adding Gasol and
World Peace to fuel their resurgence.
Today, the NBA ushers in a
new era as the “golden days” of
the past start to disappear. Buss’
son Jim now runs the team as Jerry
passed the ownership to a trust
established for his six kids.
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Men’s tennis rebounds with upset of UW Eau-Claire
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
men’s tennis team had a weekend of ups and downs, hosting
two nonconference teams on two
consecutive days at the Fox Valley
Racquet Club.
The Vikings emerged with
a record of 3-2 after falling to
UW-La Crosse (5-4) on Friday, Feb.
22 and defeating UW-Eau Claire
(4-4) on Saturday Feb. 23. Despite
the mixed results of the matches,
the team came off the weekend
pleased with their performance.
“Every member of the team
performed well and got a win
over the weekend,” commented
senior Cooper Smith, commending the accomplishments of his
teammates. “[Sophomore] Craig
Sherwood and [senior] Jason
Dunn had really good days as they
both won singles and doubles
against Eau Claire.”
On Friday, UW-La Crosse
defeated the Vikings, taking the
match 7-2. The matches were
closer than the results show, however, as Lawrence competed closely with the opposition on all levels.
For the Vikings, Dunn defeated La

Crosse senior Vic Mirasola 6-4, 6-2
in No. 2 singles, and Smith, along
with junior Jeremy Andereck, took
the No. 2 doubles win 8-5 against
freshman Anthony Mirasola and
sophomore Dante Pitera.
LU earned an impressive
5-4 non-conference victory over
UW-Eau Claire on Saturday, headed by Smith’s gripping No. 1 singles win over Blugold junior Ryan
Vande Linde. “For me personally, winning that decider match
was very special, especially as a
senior,” said Smith of his dynamic
6-4, 1-6, 6-3 win. “I’ll remember
that one forever.”
The rest of the team played
exceptionally as well. Dunn again
received a 6-1, 6-3 No. 2 singles
victory, and Sherwood defeated
Eau Claire’s No. 4 singles player
6-4, 6-1. Dunn teamed up with
fellow senior Max Zlevor to fight
for a close No. 1 doubles match
against Vande Linde and junior
Joe Meier, coming out on top in
the 7-4 tiebreaker. Sherwood and
freshman Brian DeCorte also won
their No. 3 doubles match 8-5.
Lawrence’s win over EauClaire is huge for the Vikings. “It
was definitely the biggest win as
long as I’ve been on the team,”

Cooper Smith comes up in the clutch for the Vikings
Photo courtesy of Cooper Smith

stated Smith. After training in
Orlando over spring break, the
Vikings will begin Midwest con-

Track team reveals potential

Genna Matt breaks 15-year old record with throw
Alex York
Staff Writer

____________________________________

While the team placement
goals for the 2013 Midwest
Conference Indoor Track and
Field meet were not quite met by
either the men’s or the women’s
team, several individual performances provided entertainment.
The meet took place Friday,
Feb. 22 and Saturday, Feb. 23 in
Monmouth, Illinois and featured
all of the MWC’s major talent.
The highlight of the weekend for the Vikings was fresh-

man Genna Matt’s school recordsmashing throw of 11.64m in the
20lb weight throw. She broke
Alissa Joseph’s record throw of
10.64m set in 1998. Not only did
Matt break the school record by
over a meter, but she also set a
personal best by over a meter.
The freshman from Mount Horeb,
Wisconsin had been inching closer to the record each week only
to decimate it at the conference
championships.
Teammate Brielle Bartes
noted, “[She’s] one of the best

teammate’s ever. We all wish her
congratulations on her phenomenal performance.”
In addition to Matt’s performance, the men’s distance medley relay team was also able to
come through this year with an
impressive second place finish.
The team, consisting of junior
Dan Thoresen, freshman Tyler
Herman, junior Mike Mangian and
senior Sam Stevens, posted a time
of 10:49.84.This is the third time
in as many years that Lawrence
has scored in the top three in this

ference matches and work toward
earning a spot in the MWC championships in May. “That’s the end

goal,” he added. “Hopefully we can
use our newfound confidence and
bring it to conference matches.”

event.
“It really shows the depth and
prowess of our distance squad,”
said Stevens. “I’m excited that we
have this trend going and that
we’ll be able to continue our high
performance in this event.”
Stevens also nabbed third
place in both the 3000-meter and
5000-meter runs with his times of
8:55.05 and 15:16.24.
Furthermore,
freshman
standout JP Ranumas grabbed
fourth place in the 60-meter hurdles with his time of 9.10 seconds.
In the women’s 60-meter hurdles,
fellow freshman Sofie Yang from
Whitefish Bay finished sixth overall with her 9.90 time.
Overall, head coach Jason
Fast was pleased with the performance. “We had set higher goals,

but we faced some pretty rough
training conditions this year, so
I’m definitely proud of the way we
fought through that and competed
the way we did.”
As the Vikings look forward
to the outdoor season, Fast is confident that the potential he sees
in the team will reveal itself more
readily. “The outdoor season will
be a much better indicator of
where we are at as a team because
we will have a more level playing
field in regards to training with
other schools in our conference.”
The team has several weeks
off to rest and rebuild before
beginning the outdoor season
on Apr. 6 at the UW-Oshkosh
Invitational.

Fencing team impresses top
competitors at Notre Dame
Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer

____________________________________

This past weekend, members
of Lawrence’s fencing team traveled to Notre Dame University
in South Bend, Indiana to compete against six other teams: Air
Force, Cleveland State, Detroit,
Northwestern, Notre Dame and
Wayne State.
Fencing includes three different types of swords in competition: saber, foil, and épée.
Members of the team specialize in
one of these three in competition.
Considering the size of
Lawrence University in comparison to its competitors, the Vikings
had a very impressive weekend.
Here are the results from this
Saturday’s competition:
The women’s team took on
Northwestern to launch the weekend, but only managed to score
two points in saber and zero in
foil or epee, ultimately losing
25-2. Next they competed against
Detroit, where Lawrence tallied
19 total points—eight in saber and
foil, four in épée—while Detroit
finished with only 10 points.
Lawrence later went on to
crush Cleveland State 22-3, scor-

ing more points as the events progressed. The rest of the matchups
did not go so well for the women’s
team, however. They fell to Air
Force 21-6, Notre Dame 23-4, and
finally 19-8 against Wayne State.
As for the men’s team, they
competed in two close matches
against Cleveland State and Wayne
State. Lawrence scored seven
points in saber to Cleveland’s
two, and won five to four in epee.
Unfortunately, Cleveland managed to score eight points in foil
to Lawrence’s one, resulting in a
15-14 victory over the Vikings.
Against
Wayne
State,
Lawrence dominated in saber,
outscoring the Warriors eight
points to one, and though Wayne
State was able to win in foil and
epee, it was not enough to surpass
Lawrence, who came out with a
narrow 14-13 victory.
Lawrence also defeated
Detroit 20-7, but lost matches to
Air Force (22-5), Northwestern
(17-10) and Notre Dame (21-6).
The fencing team will next
compete at the Midwest Fencing
Conference Championships this
weekend, Mar. 2 and 3. If you see
any member of the team, be sure
to wish them good luck.
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Freshman Emmet Yepa shows being yourself is enough
Tyler Kundinger
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

If you have heard Native American Powwow style singing, you may agree that it is
unashamedly raw and filled with a sense of
wild abandon. The deep pounding of the
drum and the high-pitch wailing of voices
in chorus can send shivers down your spine
and lead you to an understanding of what
humanity feels like at the core. The rich cultural tradition of pow-wow is waning every
generation as Native Americans become
assimilated into the modern culture of technology, social networking and fast-paced
everyday living. Sophomore Emmet Yepa
may represent one of the last generations to
perform pow-wow music widely.
Yepa learned to sing by call and response
as a young child. He sat on his grandfather’s
lap and his grandfather sang to him, and
Yepa sang back what he heard. There was
no sheet music, only centuries of oral tradition. However, what Yepa’s grandfather sang
to him was not Pow-wow, but the traditional
style local to Yepa’s home, Jemez Pueblo,
New Mexico.
Pow-wow is sung in a high pitch usually,
while the tradition in Jemez Pueblo is lower
pitch. Pow-wow also has a unique song-form,
according to Yepa, which consists of a solo
lead echoed by the group and four alternating ‘verses’ and ‘choruses.’ The local style is
different, and sung in a completely different language. The language native to Yepa’s
tribe in Jemez Pueblo is Towa, and this tribe
is the only tribe in the world that speaks this
language.
In the 80s, Yepa’s father and friends
brought Pow-wow singing to this small
pueblo from tribes of the plains, such as
the Sioux. At first, this radical notion was
met with apprehension. The community of
Jemez Pueblo thought this style of singing
would interfere with the traditions of the
community. But in time this new style has
been met with much popularity.
Now, Emmet sings and drums alongside
his father in a popular group now known as
Northern Vibe, formerly known as the Black
Eagles. The group has won a Grammy and
was nominated for a second, a tremendous
opportunity for someone as young as he

was at the time. Yepa has had his share of
struggles, however.
When going through puberty, Yepa lost
most of his vocal ability. He says he wanted
to quit. He couldn’t deal with losing the ability to do something he knew so well in his
head. But Yepa never gave up and took the
easy way out. He worked extremely hard to
get back the high notes in Pow-wow singing
and now he says he can sing better than he
could before his voice changed. Today, Yepa
teaches his younger brother the way his
grandfather taught him. But Yepa is about
more than just singing.
In the summer of 2007, Yepa took summer courses at a new school for Native
Americans in Albuquerque. Among the
subjects he studied was environmentalism,
and he realized that Jemez Pueblo was not
recycling. He knew it was a tragedy to see
trash in the beautiful mountainous areas of
New Mexico. At a harvest celebration known
as Feast Day, Yepa noticed many recycling
bins in another pueblo and he thought of
his summer course. He wanted the same
for his pueblo, but he wondered if the idea
was just in his head. With three other youth
members, he went to the tribal council and
spoke with them about starting a recycling
program before Jemez Pueblo hosted their
own Feast Day.
With support from the tribal council,
Yepa and his friends would put in the work
to get this recycling program started. Other
peers made fun of them and they thought it
was strange that they would do what they
were doing, but Yepa pushed on with the
other youths. In time they gathered a modest collection of recycling bins and plastic
bags and on Feast Day they gathered, sorted
and shipped two entire truckloads down to
the recycling center in Albuquerque. News
of this accomplishment spread very quickly.
Soon Yepa had even more support, and
he went to speak at a National Health
Conference in Denver, CO. One day, he
heard about the opportunity to send a letter to President Obama about facilitating
change in his community. Yepa didn’t think
anything would come from it, but his grandmother urged him on. Sure enough, Yepa
sent the letter in, and he was accepted as
one of only 11 Native American youths to go

Photo courtesy of Emmet Yepa

to Washington D.C. and meet the President.
And yet his reward does not stop there.
Emmet Yepa also applied for the Gates
Millennium Scholarship, and because of his
contributions he won a scholarship that will
pay for any amount of education through his
doctorate degree.
Through all the singing, the Grammys,
the conferences and the scholarship, Yepa
is always inspired by the guidance of his
grandparents. They taught him to always be
himself and do what felt right in his heart.
They told him through all his success not to
ever think he was better than other people.
We can plainly see that Yepa will continue
to make great changes, but he has only ever

strived to be himself.
On campus, Yepa keeps a low profile. He
lives in Kohler, maintains a few very close
friendships and calls home to his family
every day. Though he was just seen performing as he introduced a piece in the Lawrence
Symphony Orchestra concert on Sunday, he
normally just likes to hang out with friends,
study and work out.
Though some people don’t realize it,
being completely true to yourself and never
letting go of what you want is not only
enough; it is the key to success. Emmet Yepa
knows that.

Secret lives of our staff:
Curt Lauderdale, Assistant Dean of Students for Campus Life
Emily Hamm
Staff Writer

_________________________________________

Assistant Dean of Students
for Campus Life Curt Lauderdale ’01
was born and raised on a dairy farm in
Elkhorn, Wisc.—for those unacquainted, Elkhorn is a town of approximately
10,000 located in the Southeast corner
of the state. Together, the family ran
the farm since 1908: Lauderdale’s aunt,
uncle and cousins lived across the road,
and his grandparents lived next door.
The farm is still a working dairy farm till
this day.
However, Lauderdale’s interests proved quite disparate from the
family tradition: His ambitions musically
soared. “I started as a voice major—I
wanted to be a piano teacher, but didn’t
have enough pieces prepared for the
audition, “ Lauderdale confessed. But he
had voice pieces prepared for an earlier
voice competition, and thought he’d just
switch instruments.
Lauderdale was accepted,
and subsequently placed in Associate
Professor of Music and Teacher of Voice
Karen Leigh-Post’s studio. Unfortunately,
Lauderdale found he was not satisfied

with Conservatory life. “I knew pretty
quickly I was not meant to be in the
Conservatory; I was not prepared, talented or confident enough,” Lauderdale
self-deprecated.
Despite “sneaking by” and
passing his freshman jury, Lauderdale
chose to switch to a government major
and history minor during the following
fall term. Happily, this experience did
not discourage Lauderdale’s passion for
music: He remained in choir for three
years, and to this day can be seen creeping—or perhaps politely listening—in
the back of choir concerts.
Already during his career
as a Lawrentian, Lauderdale began to
explore his passion for Campus Life.
After a hard-fought interview process,
Lauderdale became a Residence Life
Advisor as a sophomore. During his
junior year, Lauderdale studied abroad
at the London Centre; he resumed his
RLA position during his senior year.
By this time, he knew he wanted to work in student affairs: “I was not
necessarily sold on here, so I completed
a full job search, but many opportunities
were here [at Lawrence].” Lauderdale
chose to work as a Residence Hall

Director at Lawrence, and then attended grad school at George Washington
University—right across from the White
House. He received a degree in higher education administration, and then
returned to work at Lawrence.
Now, enamored reader, you
may be wondering, ‘What does Curt do
when not on duty?’ He revealed, “I do
a couple of things—most of which are
pretty not exciting, like laundry.” In addition to his delight in washing clothes,
Lauderdale enjoys reading—most
recently Candice Millard’s “The River
of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest
Journey”—and volunteers a few times a
week with the program A Better Chance.
“This national minority scholarship program works with high school students;
the Appleton chapter is male, so five high
school boys are staying at ABC house,
they attend public schools here in town.
They are here to get them into a more
successful academic setting.”
While Lauderdale seems wholly
committed to the student affairs field—
and has proved to be a tremendous asset
to the Lawrence community at large—he
did disclose that he has a few other
career paths he has been considering of

Photo by Mathias Reed

late: stand-up Comedian—“Because I
think I’m funny even though no one
else does”—or treasure hunter—“Robert
ballard doesn’t need all the glory on
his own.” Whatever his ultimate career
choice, The Lawrentian wishes him luck.
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The other side of the quad: A glimpse of life inside the houses
711

206

733

Gaming House

Swing House

Draheim

The common room is mainly used as a study
space. It is also a place where people share baked
goods with the house.

The common room provides a venue for snacking, chatting, study, flipping through a fashion magazine , wrapping up in a quilt and watching TV.

The basement is where the dancing happens.
Lessons are offered during the week and social
dances happen there on some Friday nights.

The basement, though cold, is warmed up by
the mismatched furniture, fake flowers, old paintings and a fireplace. It is reminiscent of an old folks’
home, which only adds to its charm.

The common room is used as a homework
space and a place to play quiet games, board games
and puzzles. It is also the meeting place for walking
to off-campus events and meals for people both in
and outside of the house.
“It’s open to anyone. Even if you’ve just transferred here, you can come and be welcomed by the
gaming community.”- Michael Wille

The basement is the main hang out space.
People play video games, watch movies, paint nails,
dye hair and have dance parties. It is also the location of the Emergency Dubstep System—a sound
system with a heavy bass that plays dubstep when
people need a pick-me-up.

“I love that I can live in Gaming House and hang
out in Gaming House and not have to game. I love
how I can bake or do a puzzle or do homework and
not be forced to game.” –Lina Rosenberg

“I like the sense of community of being able to
live in a house with people from a club that means
so much to me.”- Savanna Dahl

“I love having a big kitchen where we can cook
and bake whenever we please.” –Emma Brayndick

“Draheim is a peaceful place, though it is sometimes stereotyped as a place for people who don’t
want to interact with men or who love grandmother
paraphernalia.” –Eryn Wecker

“I like that it’s quiet.” –Kelsey Brunn-Bryant

Lawrence exhibits eccentricities not seen at state schools
Devin Ross
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

Nine weeks into my first term here
at Lawrence, I am still surprised at how
hugely different it is here. I always thought
Iowa’s rainy ice-hell storms were bad, but
I honestly have to say that having it snow
four to five days a week might be worse.
I’m sure the summer here is nice, don’t get
me wrong; but since I’ve never been here
then, you’ll just have to accept my judgments on the winter. For those of you who
don’t know me—so practically all of you—I
transferred here from the University of
Iowa at the beginning of this term, and have
been having an interesting time adjusting to
the small private school living experience.
Some things are the same, but really not
very many.
Now, I decided to write this article
because I’ve noticed some strange things on
campus that you probably think are normal
if this is the only university you’ve gone to.
First and foremost is that people here are
actually nice. It’s a bit weird how nice the
people are. Maybe its because Iowa is a big
state school with about 30,000 students,

but people really just don’t care about you
there. If I walked into a room here with only
a couple people in it, guarantee everyone
would smile at me, and half the time someone would say ‘Hi’ even though we don’t
know each other. Seriously though, my very
first day here I was late for an 8:30 a.m.
class in Main Hall and could not for the life
of me figure out where I was, so I went up
to the nearest person and asked them how
to get there. Without even a snicker, the guy
told me I was standing right in front of it
and offered to help me find my class. What
a stand up guy, right?
The other thing the nice people of
Lawrence do is hold the door for you,
although sometimes they take it a bit far.
Almost anywhere on campus people will
hold the door for you, even if you’re not
right behind them. Come on though, guys,
it’s really nice of you to hold the door; but
when I’m 30 yards away down the block
and you decide to hold a door open for me
that I may or may not actually be going to,
you have now made things uncomfortable.
Inevitably I then feel bad that you’re now
waiting out in the cold because I’m slow, so
I try to speed it up for you, slip on some hid-

den icy slushiness and fall flat on my face. I
can safely say this has now happened to me
twice, as of this morning. So we must ask
ourselves, if someone is that far behind you,
are they not capable of opening the door for
themselves?
This term, I made the very poor decision of taking an 8:30 a.m. class. I’m pretty
incapable of functioning in the morning so
I don’t know why I thought that would be
a good idea, but the days that I do make
it out of bed to go to that class I deem a
great accomplishment. A lot of the time I
want to roll out of bed in my sweats and
head straight off to class, but virtually no
one wears sweat pants here. Even at that
ungodly hour in the morning I almost never
see anyone wearing sweats. At Iowa on any
given day 75 percent of the people in your
class would be wearing sweats of some
sort, and most of them would be Hawkeye
sweats. Don’t get me wrong, I like getting
up and starting my day right as much as
the next person, but never at 8 o’clock in
the morning.
Now to the more interesting side of
things. If you’ve ever seen a John Hughes
1980s movie, you’ve seen some stereotypi-

cal party scenes. After spending two years
partying at the number three party school
in the country, I have seen some pretty wild
parties as well. But I never expected to come
here and on my very first weekend witness
one of the most crazy parties I have ever
seen. The party itself was pretty normal,
but some of the things that happened while
I was there were absolutely absurd. First
off I should say, I got there in the middle
of the night, towards the end of the party
so everyone was probably already at their
sloppiest. Shortly after I got there, some
guy came running in yelling for Febreze.
We all thought this was really funny until
it hit us: Someone had set a stink bomb off
in the hallway. It was horrible, I can’t even
tell you how gross it was to be standing
in a packed room, not breathing and not
able to leave because it was worse outside.
As things started to clear up, I decided to
wander around. In one room there was a
batch of kids dancing and taking swigs out
of an “Everclear” bottle, something I would
never do without a death wish. Things escalated pretty quickly in that room, I left for a

See page 12
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Choir concert features eclectic mix of pieces and sounds
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Kicking off a weekend of
great musical performances at
Lawrence, all of the Lawrence
choirs
performed
together
on Friday, Feb. 22 in Memorial
Chapel. They sang a wide variety
of works, including a finale that
combined all the choirs, and collaborated with instrumentalists
from the Conservatory on many
of them.
The songs spanned vast differences of time, geography, language and culture. Viking Chorale
sang two works that were opposite in style but dealt with the
same theme: Johann Sebastian
Bach’s “O Jesu Christ, mein’s
Lebens Licht” and an arrangement
of a traditional African-American
spiritual, “Soon I Will Be Done.”
Both songs reflect a profound awareness of mortality
made bearable and even beautiful
through a deep faith in eternal life
promised by Christ. Although the
composers wrote one in the formal Baroque style and the other in
the informal traditional folk style,
the distinctively peaceful tones of
each song reveal a spiritual kinship.
Cantala continued the religious theme with “Litanies à la
vierge noire,” or “Litanies to the
Black Madonna,” a work by Francis

Poulenc about the mercy of the
Virgin, which featured Katherine
Hanford on the organ. They followed up with the premiere of
an unearthly song by Timothy C.
Takach called “And I Saw.”
They switched gears for
“Los Dos Gavilanes,” a quirky and
fun Venezuelan song by Cristian
Grases using tongue twisters
about sparrow-hawks and “geckos protect[ing] themselves in the
shadows of goats and carry[ing]
water bottles.” The score suggests using percussion, guitar, and
piano, so some instrumentalists
lent their talents to give the song
the tropical flair needed to pull it
off well.
Other selections included
the pretty “Sky-Born Music” by
Paula Foley Tillen and “Spark”
by Eric William Barnum, which
suggests the flying, popping and
whispering of a spark. Cantala
concluded with “Pseudo-Yoik
Lite” by Jaakko Mäntyjärvi, which
the composer himself characterizes as an “impression of a stereotype.” It satirizes satires of the
Finnish folk form of the yoik by
adopting a deliberately “coarse
and nasal” tone. The effect was
certainly entertaining, as it was
clearly meant to be, judging by the
tempo marking “lively and slightly
insane.”
Concert Choir collaborated
with faculty and student instru-

Viking Chorale performs Bach’s “O Jesu Christ, meins Lebens Licht” with accompanying musicians
Photo by Mathias Reed

mentalists for “Estampie Natalis”
by Vàclav Nelhýbel, whose lilting piccolo line and tambourine
reminded me of Renaissance
music even though the work was
composed in the twentieth century. They also sang Maurice Ravel’s
“Trois Chansons” and Bach’s cantata, “Gloria in Excelsis Deo BWV
191,” featuring members of the
Lawrence Baroque Ensemble.

They finally sang an intriguing
and dark ostinato-driven Filipino
song called “Pamagun” about a
predator chasing a sparrow.
All the choirs joined together for the final number, the
Triumphal Scene from Act Two,
Scene Two of Giuseppe Verdi’s
“Aïda.” They used somewhat elaborate stage direction—lining the
balconies, throwing their hands

up and kneeling—to give the feeling of a grand opera performance.
The placement and sheer number
of singers gave the piece enormous power and strength, providing a rousing and satisfying end
to yet another fantastic Lawrence
choir concert.

ture was dominated by mixed percussion, electronics and feedback
sound effects.
The second piece began with
a briefly unaccompanied, preset
choreographed segment. This
piece seemed to be the most predetermined of the dance pieces,
as there was a lot of uniform
ensemble movement. Once the
music began, the dancers fell out
of formation, running around in
a cyclical motion. When dancers
collided, they would fall, then hop
back up and continue the cycle.
A glockenspiel was added to the
musical texture in this piece, along
with a more involved role from
the flute.
The third piece was the most
individually improvisatory of the
night among dancers. Each dancer

Anna Buchholz

In,” which focused on the later
period of singers and songwriters
involved in the Greenwich Village
scene, including Bob Dylan,
Crosby, Stills & Nash, The Mamas
& the Papas and Richie Havens.
This moment in music history
was part of a blues revival, bringing back folk songs and traditions
unique to American culture. As
opposed to the teen-based marketing scheme for early “rock,”
this coffee shop culture aimed to
move away from entertainment
and focus more seriously on music
and lyrics, such as with Dylan’s
political activism through his
poetic texts.
Another step forward moved
popular music out of New York’s
Greenwich Village and to the West
Coast and Los Angeles. That step,
or leap, forward occurred at the
Newport Folk Festival in 1965,
when Bob Dylan “plugged in” and
went electric. Dylan was met with
gasps, boos and complete shock
as he put the acoustic guitar down
and brought the loudest volume
the folk festival had ever seen.
Bands with electric sounds began
to appear, such as the Beach Boys,
whose “Pet Sounds” showed how
albums were becoming works of
art and venues of serious musical
ideas and lyrics.
One of the film’s final
scenes included the ultimate
battle between The Who and
Jimi Hendrix at the Monterey
Pop Festival in 1967, with each
attempting to outdo the other
by demolishing instruments in
what the narrator described as
a “violent rape” by The Who’s
Pete Townshend and an “erotic
sacrifice” by Hendrix. This incident somewhat encompassed the
music environment in the 60s and

IGLU and dance students collaborate America’s Music series
for improvised performance program moves on to rock n’ roll
Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Last Sunday, Feb. 24, the
Improvisation Group of Lawrence
University (IGLU) put on a unique
program in collaboration with
the dance students of Professor
Rebecca Salzer in the Wriston
Auditorium.
Wriston was the perfect
space for the program, entitled
“Improvising Spaces.” IGLU was
set up along two walls of the
room. There were multiple guitars, effects pedals and amplifiers, as well as violins, keyboards,
didjeridoo, trumpet, flute and percussion. The otherwise open room
provided the dancers with ample
space with which to work.
IGLU director Matt Turner
explained that the musical content
of the performance was based

upon five “preset templates.”
These could be simple musical
ideas, instrumentations or scales.
The group has a vague idea of
what the pieces sound like, but
there is much room for improvisation within the piece to obtain the
desired effect.
Similarly, the dancers improvised within structures of dance
music. Some choreography was
already worked out, but then the
dancers were able to build on the
preset ideas individually.
The general choreography
of the first piece consisted of
the dancers crawling or sliding
around on the floor, or sprinting
across the dance floor. Their interaction with the music was apparent because, as the energy of the
music increased, they decided to
develop the sprinting motif. The
music was ambient and the tex-

Junior Victoria Jhong Chung performs a solo with music from IGLU
Photo courtesy of Claire Fox

See page 12
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____________________________________

After
hearing
about
America’s fascination with Latin
rhythms last week, specifically
with mambo and hip-hop, the
America’s Music lecture series
moved on to focus on the genre
of rock and popular music of the
mid-60s. Moving from rhythm &
blues to rock n’ roll—from the
emergence of the “coffee shop culture” in Greenwich Village with
Bob Dylan into the electric world
of Jimi Hendrix and The Who—it
quickly became apparent that the
genre of “rock” encompasses an
overwhelming number of musical
ideas and experiments.
Visiting Assistant Professor
of Music Erica Scheinberg opened
the lecture with the year 1954,
when rock began gaining attention from audiences, particularly
young teenagers who enjoyed
the rhythm & blues and its mixture of country, blues and rock
sounds. Scheinberg played Big Joe
Turner’s “Shake, Rattle, and Roll,”
which exemplified the rhythms
and not-so-subtle sexual references teenagers enjoyed as a rebellion against older listeners and
parents.
The name “rock n’ roll” was
termed from the lyrics of R&B,
first alluding to sex but then
becoming associated more with a
style of dancing. Artists from this
post-R&B style included Chuck
Berry, Little Richard and Willy
Mae “Big Mama” Thornton; and in
many cases, like with Thornton’s
“Hound Dog,” new renditions and
covers were made of these tunes
and spread through the growth
of radio.
The film portion of the evening presented “The History of
Rock ‘n’ Roll: Episode 6, Plugging

See page 12
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Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

________________________________

Recent
technological
advancements have profoundly
altered the shape of music. It is
difficult nowadays to find a song
without some digital touch, from
basic editing to intense synthesizing. An extremely versatile
new instrument has arisen, for
better or for worse: the computer. From the late 60s on, artists and bands like Brian Eno,
Kraftwerk and the Yellow Magic
Orchestra have popularized
electronic music, and its capabilities can only progress further
from here.
Fifth year student Daniel J.
Miller has embraced this wonderful new way to mix sounds.
Although a violinist, he has been
increasingly drawn to his laptop
for live performances.
“I like how the electronic
element exposes the audience
and the musicians to sounds not
typically heard in the concert
hall environment,” said Miller,
“and to timbres and gestures
that are too loud or sustained
for any acoustic instrument to
emulate.”
For several years before
Lawrence, Miller participated in
a Seattle Symphony workshop
for young composers. These

experiences hooked him on the
adrenaline rush of hearing those
symbols sketched onto paper
transform into sound.
For Miller’s freshman year,
Professor Asha Srinivasan had
just been hired, in part to jumpstart the electronic music program. This opened up a plethora of electronic music classes, which he went through in
his first two years here. As a
junior he studied advanced topics in electronic music at the
Conservatorium van Amsterdam
in the Netherlands. Needless to
say, the art form captured him.
“Basically, I just really love
sound,” Miller continued. “I’m
interested in using electronic
music to bring a sound world
inspired by nature into the concert hall. I try to place the listener in the mental state that they
might experience when contemplating some vast natural landscape. It’s an enormous challenge that I have only just begun
to confront.”
In addition to his music
composition major, he is pursuing a philosophy minor. Some
might think this dichotomous,
but Miller defends his interests:
“I believe philosophy helps one
cultivate the capacity to question artistic dogma. Learning to
think more logically and criti-

cally has also helped me program better.”
After graduation, Miller
hopes to pursue a master’s
degree in music technology and
a Ph.D. in music composition. He
is in no hurry to enter graduate
school, though. For the next few
years, he plans to teach English
overseas.
Beyond music, Miller is a
hardcore world news and politics junky. He very closely follows the BBC, Al Jazeera and
AP, rarely going to sleep without getting the top stories on
his iPod.
As a fifth year, Miller had
some advice to offer younger
students: “Don’t treat Lawrence
like a trade school. There are
few, if any majors that lead to
a straightforward career path
here. That’s not the point of a
liberal arts education. A liberal
arts education is about developing your own strong and unique
character and intellect.”
Miller is committed to turning sounds like calving glaciers,
steel pins in a glass bottle and
meadowlarks into gorgeous
music, which will be showcased
in his recital. He expressed deep
gratitude for the nine musicians,
the electronic music assistant
and at least five faculty members who have attended dozens

DANIEL
MILLER

Photo by Mathias Reed

of rehearsals in order to prepare
this music. Don’t miss his recital

on Saturday, Mar. 2, at 11:00 a.m.
in Harper Hall!

Prescribed Escape debuts “Merry Wives of Windsor”
Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

____________________________________

This weekend in the Wriston
Auditorium,
Shakespeare
will come alive once again in
Prescribed Escape Productions’
performance of “The Merry Wives
of Windsor.” I sat down with director Alysa Levi D’Ancona and assistant director Bryan McManus to
preview their production and gain
insight into the new creation that
is Prescribed Escape Productions.
The plot of “The Merry Wives
of Windsor” revolves around a
very questionable knight named
Sir John Falstaff, played by Max
Kligman. Short of money, Sir
Falstaff decides to simultaneously
court two wealthy and married

women, Mistresses Ford and Page,
by sending them two identical love
notes. However, both women realize they have received the same
letters and decide to play a game
of trickery with him. The rest of
the play involves mishaps, mistaken identities on all accounts
and a good deal of hilarity.
Director Alysa said of the
play, “[It’s] the only play by
Shakespeare that doesn’t center
around nobility. He could be as
crude as he wants and include blatant sex jokes because he wasn’t
relying on funding from the nobility.” She added with a smile, “It
gets to the point where someone
gets beaten on stage with a stick.
[Shakespeare] doesn’t hold back.”
This provided Prescribed Escape

with a multitude of comedic gold
material that all their actors have
put to good use. Alysa and Bryan
both said of the cast, “All the
characters have great laughs and
everyone has their own quirks.”
Alysa added that, “Alex Babbit
and Brooke Martin have accents
we literally cannot do. They both
came in day one with great command over it.”
For Alysa, this show is her
first big directorial undertaking.
“I’ve directed skits for improv and
sketch comedy dinner theatre, and
co-directed; but this is my first
director position at Lawrence.”
Bryan directed Lawrence’s “Rocky
Horror Picture Show,” but is excited to be taking an assistant directorial role for the Shakespeare

of almost a year. Most of the songs
on the album discuss the vastness
of the Internet and how significant
events sit side-by-side trivial facts
and gibberish. In terms of how it
will sound to your ears, all of the
songs on the album in general are
calm and sparse, allowing listeners to really hear and appreciate
Cave’s unique, eerie and almost
sinister vocals.
The opening song on the
track is “We No Who U R,” which
includes atmospheric synth layering, some slow percussion and
a series of flute scales coupled
with Nick Cave’s haunting voice.
Combined with the woodwinds
and the female voice to add tex-

ture, it’s a good opening song that
sets up the sound of the rest of
the album. The droning tones and
sometimes-creepy sounds we hear
in this track only serve to enhance
the album’s overall dark yet calming tones.
The tempo picks up a little
bit in the following track, “Wide
Lovely Eyes.” With lines like “Your
dress sighs with your wide lovely
strides” and “I watch your hands
like butterflies landing all among
the myths and legends we create,” this track is one of many on
the album that showcases Cave’s
astounding talent as a poet.
Following “Wide Lovely Eyes”
is “Water’s Edge,” a track heavy-

New Nick Cave album a poetic success
Angela Butler
Staff Writer

____________________________________

When asked to describe his
band’s fifteenth studio album,
“Push The Sky Away,” Nick Cave,
frontman of the Australian alternative rock band Nick Cave and
the Bad Seeds, said: “Well, if I were
to use that threadbare metaphor
of albums being like children,
then “Push The Sky Away” is the
ghost-baby in the incubator and
Warren’s loops are its tiny, trembling, heart-beat.”
According to the official Nick
Cave website, the songs in “Push
The Sky Away” took form in a
modest notebook over the course

production. “I love doing a comedy. There’s always a good atmosphere during rehearsals.” Despite
the challenge of getting 15 nontheatre majors’ conflicting schedules to work for rehearsal, both
Alysa and Bryan agreed that those
rehearsals always improved their
days.
For those Lawrentians
who remember the Artistic
Masturbation Theatre Company,
Prescribed Escape Productions is
its new brainchild. “We used to
be Artistic Masturbation Theatre,
but the people who ran it stopped,
so we decided to redo it with a
new name and constitution,” said
Alysa. “It’s been hard to give it
new life and a strong presence on
campus.”

laden with bass scales and loops
that serves as a space where multiple other instruments can shine.
Another hit track on the album is
“Jubilee Street,” which starts with
a sparse and repetitive, yet beautiful guitar riff. It picks up halfway
through the song to include violins
and another guitar, adding more
to the instrumental layering which
takes the song to a different level.
The next track, “Higgs Boson
Blues,” is riveting as it conjures up
images of a tired and exhausted
man slumped over a bar with a
drink in his hand. In the song, Cave
groans and croons, telling a story
of trees on fire and of watching the
devil and Robert Johnson making
a deal. At the end of the song, Cave
asks to be buried in his favorite
yellow patent leather shoes. The

Nonetheless,
Prescribed
Escape is endeavoring to make
itself known as a place where students interested in theatre can
participate. As Alysa put it, “It’s
important for people to remember
that we are students putting on a
show for fun. There aren’t many
theatre majors in our ranks and
that’s okay.” This is what makes
Prescribed Escape Productions so
unique and accessible to the general student body.
The show will take place
Mar. 2 at 3:00 p.m. and Mar. 3 at
4:00 p.m. in Wriston Auditorium,
free of charge. Bryan and Alysa
encourage everyone to go: “It’ll
be a great laugh for anyone who
wants to come, as well as a great
ninth week break.”

calm melodies interspersed with
Cave’s vocal mastery to croak and
moan every last syllable make this
one the hit song on the album.
The album closes with the
title track, “Push The Sky Away.”
Here we are introduced again to
that female voice, which serves to
add some nice texture to the track.
Close your eyes while listening to
this track and you might just feel
like you are taking a momentary
trip to outer space.
While it may not always be
apparent what instruments you
are hearing when you listen to
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds,
what you will hear are interesting nuances, instrumental looping mastery and simple melodies
serving as backdrop to some beautifully written lyrics.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
For nearly 130 years, the Editorial Board of The Lawrentian has strived to provide a voice to the
students of Lawrence University. In 2012-2013, I am proud to claim that we pursued this goal just a
little bit further.
At Lawrence, every student is encouraged to pursue learning through experience, community,
and individualized exploration, but only in The Lawrentian do our deeds on campus become history and our views become publicly recognized. Too often, we view our time at Lawrence as a constant race, a ten-week sprint to final exams. While Lawrence pushes us to accelerate our life, The
Lawrentian reminds us to keep a steady rhythm—to sit down, turn to Page 1, and read the news.
Over the past year, I have been proud to lead this newspaper alongside an audacious and daring
Editorial Board. With the highest level of flexibility and trust, this year’s group of editors worked week
after week to provide strong content and to inject new creativity in our writing. Our News section
became a machine of broad coverage. The Features team offered innovative views from across the
Lawrence community. Arts & Entertainment learned to define artistry in new ways, and editorials
shifted from thoughtful to bold.
When my expectations became unreasonable or my goals grew too ambitious, this group of
loyal friends, the Editorial Board, stuck by and propelled our newspaper to new heights. As I leave
my post as Editor-in-Chief, I challenge the new editorial board to redefine this newspaper for the
future. Change everything. Break with tradition, and seek out new ways to articulate meaning in the
Lawrence community.
Jamie Cartwright
Editor-in-Chief

Questioning online anonymity at Lawrence
Nathan Lawrence
Staff Writer

____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

On Feb. 1 of this year, this
very publication had in its pages
a spread on the power—both
positive and negative—of anonymity on campus. Since then,
circumstances surrounding this
issue have changed substantially,
and not for the better.
I refer, of course, to a recently created Twitter account the
sole purpose of which seems to
be complaining about and insulting our school and its student
body from nearly every conceivable angle. This account’s actions
are not only unacceptable here at
Lawrence, but also unacceptable
in just about any setting.
While I do not wish to give
this account even more attention
than it has already received—and
thus will not be providing its user
name—I do think that a discussion of why this account seems
to exist and how it reflects on all
Lawrentians is prudent.
In the 28 tweets that make
up its history, the Twitter account
seems to attack virtually every
aspect of life at Lawrence, from
the food to the way the school is
funded. But the tweets that seem
to stick out most clearly to people
are those about sex and gender.
The first in this series of
rather offensive tweets occurred
as the first tweet on the new
account. On Feb. 14, the account’s
owner declared that a reason he
or she hated LU was “not knowing whether someone is a guy or
a chick.”

This tweet betrays an underlying obliviousness and insensitivity to many different types of
queerness across the board and is
only made worse with the seemingly misogynistic use of the term
“chick.” There is nothing redeemable or even passable about this
statement. It is an expression of
ignorance that could easily be
construed as an expression of
hate as well.
Other tweets, which have
since been deleted, contained
complaints about public displays
of affection between gay or lesbian students on campus. These
tweets were equally offensive.
Though the author now
claims that these remarks were
mostly intended as admonishments of PDA in general, there is
no evidence to support that. The
account has never complained
about straight people making out
in the middle of parties or in front
of main hall.
We should not be surprised
that opinions like these exist
on campus. They may not be
the prevailing opinion of most
Lawrentians, but even our own
progressive social pocket here
at Lawrence contains dissenting opinions on this subject.
Differences of opinion are not
only good, but necessary to maintain an interested discourse on
campus and beyond. However,
these opinions should be educated and considerate, not simply
loud.
Even I must admit that
I found some of the account’s
other, less aggressive tweets

relatable. It is likely that we all
have experienced printer troubles or social awkwardness in the
commons during dinner in our
stint here at Lawrence, and these
frustrations can get the best of
us. If these somewhat tongue-incheek indictments of everyday
college life were what the Twitter
account were devoted to, I might
actually be a fan.
I reached out to the anonymous author for comment, but
have not heard back.
Perhaps what we see here is
a demonstration of the power of
anonymity at work. A wise man
once proposed a test of innocence
in which the subject is asked if he
or she would prefer the super
power of flight or invisibility, the
ability to experience beauty, and
the ability to not get caught doing
bad things respectively.
Thanks to the Internet, it
seems that we may all have that
power of invisibility if we wish to
wield it: We can all start Twitter
or Facebook accounts under fake
or assumed identities and say
whatever we want, without ever
worrying about the consequences.
This may seem problematic
now, but it will go away sooner
or later. We see evidence of this
in the now waning activity in
anonymous Facebook accounts
like Lawrence University Secrets
and Lawrence Compliments.
Though it may sound absurd,
we will all tire of this invisibility
eventually.

Photo poll by
Will Melnick

“What is
your spirit
animal?”

Up on the Bluff

A discussion of campus issues with Alan Duff

Saving Small Housing
Alan Duff
Columist

____________________________________

Any stroll through campus is
incomplete without walking past
at least a couple small houses that
look like they could have a family
in them. They’re unique, quaint
and could use a loving paint job.
Many have signs of customization
indicating what student group
lives in them.
Without these small group
houses, Lawrence would be quite
different, and not for the better.
That’s why I was shocked at the
recent announcement by Nancy
Truesdell during an LUCC meeting, that students could lose five of
the small group houses within the
next few years.
In case you missed the front
page of The Lawrentian, the City
of Appleton has identified five of
the small group housing buildings
that have improper zoning issues
and building uses. Lawrence
University has until 2016 to bring
them up to code at significant
monetary cost. If they don’t, they
will be considered unfit for student occupation, and a total of 65
beds will be lost.
The houses could still be used
for offices because no one would
be using them overnight, just during the entire day. As we all know,
without proper zoning codes,
Dracula can access your house at
night, and Santa Claus isn’t authorized to go down the chimney.
This is unfortunate because
small housing is a big part of what
makes Lawrence so unique. Each
house creates an environment that
contributes to this small, beautiful
and dysfunctional tapestry that is
the Lawrence University culture.
They’re also part of what make
the requirement for all students
to live on campus bearable. If students are forced to live together,
they might as well have some
agency over who they live with.
It is conceivable that we could
lose the five houses for student
living without any proper replacement, but I’m optimistic that this
won’t be a problem. Lawrence

University has formed a committee in response to this issue that is
sympathetic to the idea that small
group housing is important. They
are currently looking for ways to
address this upcoming housing
deficit.
Nancy Truesdell herself
stated, “We want to maintain and
enhance group housing” and that,
ideally, the committee’s goal is to
“accommodate that style of living
somehow.”
In a perfect world where cost
isn’t the issue, the houses could
simply be renovated one at a time,
top to bottom, thereby maintaining that old-timey rustic feel. As it
is, though, the renovations needed
to bring the houses up to code
for student living may actually
be more expensive than the university knocking them down and
replacing them with brand new
shiny houses. This wouldn’t be a
bad thing, as new houses offer the
best-case scenario.
Small group housing is great,
but the houses themselves, to be
honest, are ancient shacks in constant need of repair. Every day I
fear entering Phi Tau because the
foundation of the building is literally crumbling. What’s the point
of adding all the features bringing
a house up to code if it’s going to
look terrible and still have inefficient plumbing systems and costly
heating bills due to lack of insulation?
By knocking down these
ancient energy sinks and replacing them with new houses, they
could be well designed, environmentally friendly and their
foundations wouldn’t be crumbling due to their age. The longterm financial benefits would be
extraordinary. Any asbestos and
lead still lingering from a time
when it was acceptable to deny
people the right to vote would be
gone at last.
Hopefully the committee will
find such a solution feasible. I
would hate to see what this university would look like without its
character of group housing.

ATTENTION STUDENTS:

This is a reminder to fill out
your course evaluations before
the end of the term! Thank you.

“River Otter”
-Sarah Laven

“2-headed unicorn-penguin”
-Lil Trick

“The offpring of Tigger from
Winnie the Pooh and Kermit
the Frog”
-Jack Canfield
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Do we really need shower timers?
Bob Tretin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

I think we can all agree that
hygiene is an important part of
being a functioning member of
society. For some it could and
should move up a few levels on
the priority list. For most of us,
staying clean is widely accepted
as a fundamental aspect of life and
is sincerely appreciated by others,
especially by those literally closest to you. But what if I told you
there was a campus-wide movement rewarding people for limiting their time spent in the shower
and arguably their ability to wash
themselves thoroughly?
This winter term, the
Environmental Responsibility
Committee
challenged
Lawrentians to shorten the duration of their showers to five
minutes in an effort to conserve
water—a worthy cause, but one
that I’d like to respectfully, publicly and wholeheartedly complain about. Well, more like threefourths-heartedly. It’s ninth week;
give me a break.
You may have noticed the
finely laminated signs in your
bathrooms this term, explaining
the challenge and the prize. The
residence hall or theme house that
conserves the most water receives
“an all hall party complete with
live music!” Maybe they’ll bring in
The Dirty Heads.
If you haven’t seen the signs,
perhaps you’ve spotted the fiveminute hourglasses suctioncupped to the walls of your shower stalls. These “shower coaches,”
as they are so named, need only to
be turned upside down, and then
the race against the clock is on to
wash yourself.
After conducting a little
research, I found that these particular shower timers cost somewhere between three and four
dollars a piece. If distributed to
all or even most of the showers
in the residence halls and themed
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eyes peeled!
Our final and most important announcement is that on
Saturday, Mar. 2, the one and only
Kevin Specht will be performing
in his second solo tuba recital at
Lawrence University. This will be
a shared event with renowned
pianist Benjamin Wollin. The program will be a smorgasbord of
music, all of which was written
over a span of approximately 212
years and includes two pieces
that were composed specifically

houses on campus, in my estimation—which is almost certainly
wildly inaccurate—the cost would
be equivalent to taking roughly
1,500, five-minute showers. Again,
probably way off.
However much money this
project cost, I think it could have
been better used for a number of
different environmental matters.
For instance, installing automatic
hand dryers that might eliminate
the excessive amount of paper
wasted in bathrooms. I thought of
that idea in the shower.
I will concede that, for some,
five minutes is an adequate
amount of time for a shower. Most
of mine are probably not much
longer than that; however, advocating for abbreviated washing
seems odd. In five minutes, one
could theoretically become thoroughly clean, but it would require
a certain amount of haste, and the
“shower coach” only adds to that
feeling of needing to hurry.
In an environment like
Lawrence where stress is heightened and seemingly ubiquitous,
the shower is one place where I
don’t want to be encouraged to
rush. As students, we are almost
always on the clock for an assignment, an event, a meeting, a game
or some other deadline.
Why extend that time limit
anxiety into our showers? I’m not
suggesting you make showering
a leisure activity or some strange
hobby, but washing your body
with a sense of urgency is simply
not necessary.
After showering you with
my objections to the shower challenge in this article, you would
think I am at least three-fourthsheartedly opposed to it. But what
if I told you that I was only playing
devil’s advocate for the sake of
debate and in reality I am in favor
of shorter showers? That’s right. I
haven’t showered in like two and a
half weeks. Now that’s dedication
to water conservation.
for this event. Other performers you’ll see there include Nick
Towns, pianist extraordinaire,
and Jack Lussenden, who you may
know better as the “master of
marimba.” Following the concert
will be a reception with yummy
food. Not to be missed. This event
will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. in
Harper Hall.
All of us Specht Pages hope to
see you participating in all these
events and would like to thank
everyone at the CTL for their continued support of this publication.
“You heard it first on Specht
Pages.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
How do we do it? How do we balance our desire to live in harmony with other genders and orientations all the while dealing with the urges, both sexual and other, that Micha Saxton outlined in her
recent article titled “Accidental Sexism”?
Ms. Saxton is exactly correct when she claims that any form of unwanted touching, catcalling,
touching, etc. is always unacceptable and unjustifiable. That being said, there were moments whilst I
read this article when I felt uncomfortable, especially being a heterosexual male. Having no claim over
any argument that would define masculinity I must proceed anecdotally: So . . . yes, I do find myself
fantasizing about women, and yes, often the first things I notice about a woman are her “naughty bits”
to use Ms. Saxton’s lingo. I’m hyperaware of that phenomenon.
Yet, part of me is hesitant to blame my socialization as the reason why I immediately objectify, as
Ms. Saxton claims in her article. Ever since taking Professor Julie McQuinn’s “Music and Gender” class
last spring, I’ve been hesitant to use the word “natural” when describing anything gender related, as
much of what we could mistake as “natural” is actually just socialized so fully into our thought systems
that we assume its validity.
It is with that awareness that I make the next claim: To me, objectification is “natural,” objectification is biological and objectification is certainly more than a heterosexual male phenomenon. And I
think objectification happens on many fronts. For example, I personally find myself attracted to persons
who exhibit intelligence; hence, I objectify someone based upon how smart she shows herself to be.
Sometimes it’s for looks; other times it’s for humor, cleverness, honesty, curiosity, generosity, musical
talent, athleticism, etc. Whether or not we’re aware of it, people of all genders are constantly reducing
the whole of someone to a particular aspect.
Therefore, this idea that we should control the way we think about women (with undertones of
Orwellian “thought crime”) seems to me to be impossible and slightly absurd. We are animals; our
instincts may drive us.
But I really hope you’re still reading, because otherwise I’ve projected a huge insensitivity to the
gargantuan problem that Ms. Saxton outlined in other parts of her article. Women aren’t treated right
by men. There does exist this rape culture that’s propagated by a construction of masculinity as dominant, fueled by libido and essentially deaf to feminine desires.
Masculinity needs a face-lift. We can think how we will, but we must join hands with other sexes,
orientations, and genders to assist in breaking down the Patriarchal Hierarchy. Otherwise, we won’t
achieve that enlightened state of harmony where we can transcend issues womankind and mankind and
focus instead on issues of humankind.
Thank you Ms. Saxton for starting this conversation, hopefully it will continue.
- Alex York ‘14

Estonia’s nationwide network of electric cars
Daniel Perrett-Goluboff
Staff Writer

____________________________________

There is no denying that
America and the rest of the world
need to move away from fossil fuel
dependency in order to achieve a
sustainable future. However, critics of renewable energy sources
continue to cite these ambitions
as both ill-fated and unrealistic.
Though there exists some
debate over which avenues to put
funding and research efforts into,
electricity seems to be the most
prominent. As Jonathan Strickland
of www.howstuffworks.com put
it, “Electricity is the most likely
of all the alternative fuels to be
the next mainstream fuel for the
consumer.”
America is no stranger to the
electric car, having had several
of its major automakers recently
unveil concepts—and now even
high-production models—fitting this trend. Perhaps the most
notable of these is the recently
released Chevy Volt, which shows
a lot of promise and received high
praise from automotive critics
across the country.
However, as a nation we are
far from establishing a network
that could effectively support the
mainstream ownership of elec-

“Phoenix”
-Huma Hakimzada

“Humpback whale”
-Chloe Stella

“Turtle”
-Nick Fayette

tric cars. Current infrastructure
would need to be overhauled to
provide public access to charging stations—currently available
for private ownership—that fuel
them. Such a task is undoubtedly
a large undertaking, and many
have billed it as unreasonable or
unattainable.
Estonia thinks otherwise.
Having recently finished installation of a nationwide network for
charging electric cars, Estonia is
the first nation to have completed
this feat. Of course, it will take
time for the general populace of
that nation to phase out combustion-engine vehicles, but they now
have the necessary tools to do
just that.
Still, many argue that this
would not be possible to do
seamlessly in a nation as large
as America. As a gearhead, I can
empathize with the plight of those
who feel we are surrendering our
freedom to electric vehicles; but
the time for change is now, and
there is no denying that.
Of all the major cities in our
nation, New York is making the
single largest push to build this
infrastructure. Mayor Bloomberg
has introduced a plan to build
10,000 parking spots and charging units for electric cars over the

next seven years, and also claims
that the city will begin phasing in
electric cars as taxis. This example
will need to be followed nationwide in order to ensure any sort
of success in bringing electric cars
to the forefront of the American
automotive transit.
There are certainly still a
great number of questions to be
answered regarding these changes. Many have posed objections
that America will have to invest
a great deal of money into ramping up the power grid to ensure
it can handle this sort of elevated
demand.
Others have complained that
electric cars will not make a serious impact unless the electricity
they are running on is generated
in environmentally friendly ways.
Of course, these claims are valid,
but they discount the opportunity
for electric cars to create millions
of jobs in a struggling economy.
We as Americans may have
our doubts about the introduction of electric cars into mainstream society, but we can no
longer afford to. It is imperative
that Americans across the nation
begin to follow the examples set
by both Mayor Bloomberg and the
Estonian government in order to
ensure a more sustainable future.

“Joe Biden”
-Professor Jason Brozek

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
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wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Rock n’ roll

continued from page 9
70s, experimenting and pushing
boundaries further than anyone
ever had.

Eccentricities
continued from page 7

minute and came back and everyone was taking off their clothes.
Apparently some sort of swap was
going on, but I didn’t stay to find
out. Which leads me to my final
comment on the Lawrence party
scene. For some reason, people
really like to get naked here.
After going to a state school
for two years and never once witnessing someone streaking, imag-

IGLU

continued from page 8

assumed a “character” and performed a brief “solo.” At this point
in the program, it was becoming noticeable that the dance was
perhaps a bit more varied than
the music. Though the texture
and instrumentation was unique,
it was used to create a similar
collective, intangible and atmospheric effect.
The dancers showed off their
strength in the fourth piece, pairing up and clinging to each other.
One would offer their back for the

The focus on rock in America’s
Music highlighted how individuals greatly influenced the path of
popular of music and inspired a
cultural revolution that continues to resonate with audiences
today. Looking at what was hap-

pening in America and apart from
the Beatles reminded audiences
of both the musical and cultural
traditions that continually inspire
and shape us today.

ine my surprise when I went out
for a cigarette and found three
naked guys running at me. Now
remember, this was the weekend
after new year, it was absolutely freezing out and here comes
three guys, two of whom smartly
wore shoes and one poor guy
who hadn’t thought that far in
advance, running full speed at us
from a block away. Now I thought
they were going to run around the
block or something, but unfortunately they were headed straight
for us. They ran past us and into
the very packed house, through

everyone and out the back. At first
I thought ‘Hey, they’re probably
just really drunk and won’t even
remember this tomorrow.’ But
as it turns out, getting naked on
campus is somewhat of a trend
here at Lawrence. As most of you
will know, there is this little phenomenon called the Senior Streak
that happens every year, which I
hear is pretty crazy. I’ve also heard
rumor of nighttime naked biking
and dorm streaking. All in all, my
new life here is nothing like what
I thought it would be, but it is far
from boring, that’s for sure.

other to balance on top of and
they would hold that pose.
The last piece was the most
interesting of the concert, exposing the improvisatory nature of
the piece most explicitly. IGLU
performed a sort of instrumentation experiment, moving through
a series of improvised duets. The
length of each duet was determined by the dancers, who would
say “phase” to move on to the next
couple.
Violinist Rachel Calvert,
who played the first duet of the
sequence, said that the duets
were successful: “With the smaller
groups, it is more clear to express
your ideas and interact intimate-

ly.” The musicians and dancers
had equal roles in expressing their
ideas and executed them with
equal authority.
This interactive performance
made it easy to see the striking
similarities between the musicians’ and dancers’ improvisatory
processes. They had to convey
their ideas to their own group, the
opposite group and the audience
through careful development of
motifs, all working within certain
structural limitations of their art.
Both groups’ ability to express
themselves naturally and organically made this rare performance
incredibly special.
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